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OPINION 1715 

homalopteridae Bleeker, 1859 (Osteichthyes, Cypriniformes): not 
given precedence over balitoridae Swainson, 1839 

Ruling 

(1) The name Balitora Gray, 1830 (gender: feminine), type species by subsequent 
designation by Jordan (1919) Balitora brucei Gray, 1830, is hereby placed on the 
Official List of Generic Names in Zoology. 

(2) The name brucei Gray, 1830, as published in the binomen Balitora brucei and 
as defined by the neotype designated by Kottelat (1988) (specific name of the type 
species of Balitora Gray, 1830), is hereby placed on the Official List of Specific Names 
in Zoology. 

(3) The name balitoridae Swainson, 1839 (type genus Balitora Gray, 1830) is 
hereby placed on the Official List of Family-Group Names in Zoology. 

History of Case 2703 

An application for the conservation of usage of the family-group name 
homalopteridae Bleeker, 1859 by giving it precedence over balitoridae Swainson, 
1839 was received from Herr Harro Hieronimus ( Solingen, Germany ) on 13 January 
1989. After correspondence the case was published in BZN 47: 277-279 (December 

1990) . Notice of the case was sent to appropriate journals. 

An opposing comment from Drs Peter K.L. Ng & Kelvin K.P. Lim ( National 
University of Singapore, Singapore) was published in BZN 48: 148-150 (June 1991). 
A reply from the author of the application was published in BZN 48: 253 (September 

1991) . Further opposing comments from Dr Maurice Kottelat ( Zoologische Staatssa- 
mmhrng, Munchen, Germany) and Prof J.S. Nelson ( University of Alberta, Edmonton, 
Canada) were published in BZN 48: 333-335 (December 1991). 

In relation to the relative usages of the names homalopteridae and balitoridae 
in Zoological Record , cited by Drs Ng & Lim (BZN 48: 149), a comment from Mrs 
M. Joan Thorne (Biosis U.K., York, U.K.), published in BZN 49: 144 (June 1992), 
pointed out that the names used in headings in the Record were standardized and 
were not necessarily those used by authors. 

Decision of the Commission 

On 1 September 1992 the members of the Commission were invited to vote on the 
proposals published in BZN 47: 278. At the close of the voting period on 1 December 
1992 the votes were as follows: 

Affirmative votes - 4: Bock, Mahnert, Savage, Starobogatov 

Negative votes — 24: Bayer, Bouchet, Cocks, Cogger, Corliss, Dupuis, Hahn, 
Halvorsen, Holthuis, Kabata, Kraus, Lehtinen, Macpherson, Martins de Souza, 
Minelli, Nielsen, Nye, Ride, Schuster, Stys, Thompson, Trjapitzin, Ueno and 
Willink. 

No vote was received from Heppell. 

Cocks commented that since views on the usage of the names balitoridae and 
homalopteridae were divided priority should apply. Hahn noted that in voting 
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against he was following all those who had commented on the case. Thompson 
commented that insufficient documentation of usage of the name homalopteridae 
had been given to justify use of the plenary powers. 


Original references 

The following are the original references to the names placed on Official Lists by the ruling 
given in the present Opinion: 

Balitora Gray, 1830, Illustrations of Indian zoology, chiefly selected from the collection of 
General Hardwicke, vol. 1, part 3, pi. 88. 

balitoridae Swainson, 1839, in Lardner, D. (Ed.), The cabinet cyclopedia , vol. 2, p. 190. 
brucei, Balitora , Gray, 1830, Illustrations of Indian zoology, chiefly selected from the collection 
of General Hardwicke , vol. 1, part 3, pi. 88. 

The following is the reference for the designation of Balitora brucei Gray, 1830 as the type 
species of the nominal genus Balitora Gray, 1830: 

Jordan, D.S. 1919. The genera of fishes. Part 2. From Agassiz to Bleeker, 1833-1858, twenty-six 
years, with the accepted type of each , p. 178. 

The following is the reference for the designation of the neotype of Balitora brucei Gray, 
1830: 

Kottelat, M. 1988. Revue Suisse de Zoologie , 95(2): 491-492. 


